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Office Action Summary 



Application No. W Applicant(s) 

09/294.847 LuRVEITETAL. 

T^M Art unit 
Michael N. Opsasnick | - — 

"TsHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY ,S SET TO EXPIRE 1 MONTH(S, FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATIW^ „„„.,.„l how™.. »•<">*■« 

' earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

I m Responsive to communication(s) filed on ?0 April 1999 . 

„ .... cKiAi 2Ml^ This action is non-final. 

2a)n This action is FINAL. prosecution as to the merits is 

Disposition of Claims 

4) D Claim(s) is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim{s) is/are allowed. 

6) 0 Claim(s) is/are rejected. 

?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

m Claim(s) m are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9)n The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

, X ^ i«./«r6- a^n accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

1 0)0 The drawing s filed on is/are. a)U accepxeo o j 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1^85(a). 
Applicant may noi q is- g^n approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 

I I )□ The proposed drawing correction filed on is. a)U approve 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

1 2)D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Prioritv under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

" 3D ACnov^edgmen, is made o, a claim for ,o.lgn pHo* unde. 35 U.S.C. 1 , 19(aHd) or (fl. 

a)n All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 
20 certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 



.See°eaI«ro:ironrflf^^^^^^^^^ 
„)□ «Ien. . made o, a .aim ^ domes.c p„or,. .nde. 35 U.S.C. 8 1 19(e) (.0 a provis.nal app„ca.on,. 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provlsloral aPP«oa«on has been re^r«d^ 
,50 Ac7no..edgment Is made of a dalm for domes«c prlorfty under 35 U.S.C. |§ 120 and/or 

Attachment(s) 



1) 
2) 
3)D 



Notice of References Cited {PTO-892) 

Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) 



4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(s). 



5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

6) 0 Other: 



us Patent and Trademark Office 
PTOL-326 (Rev. 04-01) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No. 8 



Application/Control Number: 09/294,847 
Art Unit: 2655 

DETAILED ACTION 



Election/Restrictions 



1. A telephone call was made to applicant's representative on 10/9/2003, notifying 
applicant that a restriction requirement was being made; no election was made at the 



time. 



Applicant is advised that the reply to this requirement to be complete must 
include an election of the invention to be examined even though the requirement be 
traversed (37 CFR 1.143). 



2. 



Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 : 
I. Claims 1-5,7-15,17,18,20,21,24-27,29-40,45,46,49-52,55,58-60, drawn to 

a multipass speech recognition system with thresholds, classified in class 

704, subclass 236. 

n. Claims 6,22,23,28,47, and 48, drawn to silence/speech decision, classified 

in class 704, subclass 215. 
m. Claims 16,19,41,44,53,54,56,and 57, drawn to speaker type recognition, 

classified in class 704, subclass 246. 



3. 



The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following reasons: 





Pa.2e 

Application/Control Number: 09/294,847 

Art Unit: 2655 

Inventions I and II are related as combination and subcombination. Inventions in 
this relationship are distinct if it can be shown that (1) the combination as claimed does 
not require the particulars of the subcombination as claimed for patentability, and (2) that 
the subcombination has utility by itself or in other combinations (MPEP § 806.05(c)). In 
the instant case, the combination as claimed does not require the particulars of the 
subcombination as claimed because the combination does not need silence/speech 
decision to perform doublepass generic speech recognition decision via thresholds. The 
subcombination has separate utility such as performing silence/speech decisions. 

Inventions I and III are related as combination and subcombination. Inventions in 
this relationship are distinct if it can be shown that (1) the combination as claimed does 
not require the particulars of the subcombination as claimed for patentability, and (2) that 
the subcombination has utility by itself or in other combinations (MPEP § 806.05(c)). hi 
the instant case, the combination as claimed does not require the particulars of the 
subcombination as claimed because the combination does not need gender based 
descriptors to perform doublepass generic speech recognition decisions via thresholds. 



The 



subcombination has separate utility such as performing voice recognition based on 



the type of speaker. 

Inventions II and III are related as subcombinations disclosed as usable together 
gle combination. The subcombinations are distinct from each other if they are 



in a sm 



shown to be separately usable. In the instant case, invention U has separate utility such as 
silence/speech discrimination as opposed to speaker classification based on gender. See 
MPEP § 806.05(d). 
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Art Unit: 2655 

4. Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and have 
acquired a separate status in the art as shown by their different classification, restriction 
for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 



Conclusion 



5. Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 
or faxed to: 
(703) 872 9314, 

(for informal or draft communications, please label "PROPOSED" or 
"DRAFT") 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 
Crystal Drive, Arlington. VA., Sixth Floor (Receptiomst). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or 1^^^^ ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
exmniner should be directed to Michael Opsasmck, telephone number (703)305-4089, 
who is available Tuesday-Thursday, 9AM-4PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessfiil, the exammer s 
supervisor, Ms. Doris To, can be reached at (703)305-4827. The facsimile phone number 
for this group is (703)872-9314. . 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this apphcation or 
proceeding should be directed to the Group 2600 receptionist ^^o;^ ^ekp^^^^ is 
(703) 305-4750, the 2600 Customer Service telephone number is (703) 306-03 / /. 

mno 

10/9/2003 




DORIS H. TO i^l<^C^^ 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2600 



